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September,  1971c 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
STOWMARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1970. 

In  the  Vital  Statistics  tables  there  is  little  to  which  your 
special  attention  need  be  drawn. 

There  has  been  a  rise  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  from  2b  to  27, 
but  this  need  not  be  the  cause  for  undue  alarm.  When  relatively  small 
numbers  are  dealt  with  statistically,  as  in  this  instance,  any  small 
variation  in  the  figures  produces  an  enhanced  result.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  same  number  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  died  in 
1970  as  in  1969,  namely  three,  but  because  this  has  to  be  measured 
against  the  total  number  of  live  births  occurring  and  these  were  lower 
(112)  than  in  19^9  (127)  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  has  risen. 

There  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  Deaths  and  a  fall  in  the 
Standardised  Death  Rate. 

Over  half  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  aged  75  and  over. 

In  the  table  of  Causes  of  Death  there  are  no  special  matters  to 
comment  upon. 

Infectious  Diseases. 


There  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

Now  that  vaccine  is  more  readily  available  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
parents  will  have  their  children  immunised  against  this  disease. 

No  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases  reached  epidemic  proportions 
during  the  year. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS . 


Al*Gfl  o  o  o  •  •  •  tea  •  a  a 

•  •  • 

1 ,696  acres 

Population  (estimated  mid-year 

Home  Population,  Registrar 

General's  Figures)  . ..  ... 

•  e  e 

8,630 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ... 

•  o  e 

3,015 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ... 

o  •  o 

£434,656 

Estimated  Sum  represented  by 

a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ... 

•  o  o 

£1 ,760 

VITAL  STATISTICS o 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

England  and 
Wales  Total. 

Live  Births: 

Total 

57 

55 

112 

784,482 

Legitimate 

56 

54 

110 

719,738 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

64,744 

Stillbirths: 

Total 

- 

1 

1 

10,341 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

1 

9,297 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

1 ,044 

Total  live  and 
still  births: 

Total 

57 

56 

113 

794,823 

Legitimate 

56 

55 

111 

729,035 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

65,788 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

3 

. 

3 

14,269 

under  1  year  of 

Legitimate 

2 

mm 

2 

12,592 

age: 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

1,677 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

2 

— 

2 

9,663 

under  4  weeks 

of  age: 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

8,548 

1,115 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

2 

- 

2 

8,328 

under  1  week 
of  age: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

7,343 

985 

Deaths  -  all  ages: 

56 

43 

99 

575,208 

- mmmmmmmm 

-1 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  (Continued) . 


— _ — .... - 

Stowmarket 

England 

Urban  District 

and  Wales 

Live  birth  rates,  etc. 

Live  births  per  1,000  home  population 
(crude  rate) 

13.0 

16.0 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.07 

o 

o 

• 

Local  adjusted  rate 

13.9 

i6.o 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

in 

00 

0 

1.00 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  all 
live  births. 

2 

8 

Stillbirth  rate 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births. 

9 

13 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Deaths  under  1  year  per  1 ,000  live  births 

27 

18 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1  year 
per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

18 

17 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1  year 
per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 

500 

26 

Neonatal  mortality  rate: 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1 ,000  live  births 

18 

12 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate: 

Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births 

18 

11 

Perinatal  mortality  rate: 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined 
per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births 

27 

23 

Deaths  rates,  etc.  -  all  ages 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  population  (crude  rate) 

11.5 

11.7 

i 

Area  comparability  factor 

IN 

OO 

• 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate 

10.0 

11.7 

|  Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

t _ 

.86 

1.00 

1 

1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Total 

1970. 

Total 

1969. 

Measles 

1. 

© 

1. 

-  0 

Malignant  Neoplasms  -  Buccal  cavity  etc. 

*”  • 

“  • 

1. 

"  "  -  Oesophagus 

“  • 

• 

1. 

"  M  -  Stomach 

1. 

1. 

1. 

"  "  -  Intestine 

-„ 

2. 

2. 

2. 

"  "  -  Larynx 

o 

1. 

1. 

-. 

"  "  -  Lung,  bronchus 

4. 

“  © 

4. 

4. 

"  M  -  Breast 

*■  o 

1. 

1. 

"  "  -  Uterus 

"  o 

1. 

1. 

“  0 

M  M  -  Prostate 

3. 

0 

3. 

-. 

Leukaemia 

1. 

1. 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

6. 

3. 

9. 

6. 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

i. 

1. 

-. 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  etc. 

e 

-. 

"  © 

1. 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

1. 

-. 

1. 

1. 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

13. 

10. 

23. 

27. 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

2. 

3. 

5. 

10. 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

7. 

7. 

14. 

13. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

*“  © 

3. 

3. 

11. 

Pneumonia 

9. 

9. 

18. 

14. 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

1. 

-. 

1. 

5. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

"" *  © 

2. 

2. 

1. 

Peptic  ulcers 

1. 

1. 

-. 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

*•  • 

~  © 

1. 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

““  o 

-. 

““  c 

1. 

Other  diseases,  Genito-urinary  system 

"  o 

-. 

““  © 

1. 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

“  o 

""  0 

1. 

Diseases  of  skin,  subcutaneous  tissue 

1. 

1. 

-. 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1. 

-. 

1. 

"*  © 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

“*  O 

-. 

• 

2. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

“  o 

1. 

1. 

"  0 

All  other  accidents 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

1. 

1. 

3. 

TOTALS: 

56. 

43. 

99. 

110. 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  POR  THE  LAST  EOUR  YEARS . 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

England  and  Wales 
1970 

Inhabited  houses 

2841 

2912 

3002 

3015 

—  0 

Population  (Registrar 
General's  figures) 

8l60 

8360 

8430 

8630 

48,987,700 

Live  births 

117 

126 

127 

112 

784,482 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 
per  1 ,000  population 

15.3 

16.2 

16.2 

13.9 

16.O 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  one  year 

1 

1 

3 

3 

14,269 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1 ,000  Live  Births 

9 

8 

24 

27 

OO 

0 

O 

j 

Standardised  Death  Rate  q  rr 

per  1,000  population  I 

12.5 

11.8 

10.0 

11.7 

i 

NOTIPTABLE  DISEASES  (Excluding  Tuberculosis)  -  Compiled 

from  Notifications  received.. 


Diseases 

Ages 

Total 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

4 

% 

54 

— * 

-R 

-p- 

^4 

25 

+ 

Age 

Unknown 

Measles 

25 

30 

62 

1 

1 

- 

4 

123 

1 

1 

Scarlet 

Fever 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

5 

- 

I 

Infective 

Jaundice 

i 

1 

- ! 

! 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

. 

- 

TOTALS: 

129 

_  J 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS „ 


(i)  No  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

(ii)  3  pulmonary  and  3  non-pulmonary  cases  were  removed  from  the 
Register  during  the  year,  5  on  their  recovery  and  1  on  his 
removal  from  the  District. 

(iii)  Cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 


Pulmonary 
Mo  F.  Total 


Non-Pulmonary 

Mo  F.  Total 


3.  -•  3. 


VACCINATIONS  AND  IMMUNISATIONS. 

(Figures 

supplied  by 

the 

County  Medical  Officer 

of  Health) . 

» 

1970. 

1969- 

.  1968, 

1.  SMALLPOX  VACCINATIONS 

Primary  vaccinations  ... 

•  ©  • 

80. 

61. 

45. 

Re-vaccinations  ...  ... 

©  o  o 

5c 

3. 

8. 

2.  IMMUNISATIONS 

(a)  Primary. 

Tetanus  ...  ... 

©  ©  © 

32. 

15. 

23. 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

Diphtheria/Tetanus/ 

•  o  o 

1. 

2. 

1. 

Whooping  Cough 

•  ©  © 

77  c 

9. 

119. 

110. 

26. 

143. 

(b)  Boosters. 

Tetanus  ...  ... 

o  o  © 

78. 

71. 

70. 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

Diphtheria/Tetanus/ 

•  o  o 

82. 

165c 

142. 

45. 

Whooping  Cough 

o  ©  o 

47  c 

131. 

207. 

378. 

246. 

3.  POLIOMYELITIS 

(a)  Primary 

Oral  vaccine  . . . 

•  ©  • 

•  n 

CO  II 
O-  II 
II 

12. 

n  -> 
n 

II  VO 

11  • 

(b)  Boosters 

Oral  vaccine  ... 

©  •  • 

143. 

321. 

11  ->■ 

II  <Js 
II  -P- 
II  • 

4.  MEASLES 

©  •  • 

161 . 

124. 

104. 

===== 

==== 

==== 

5 .  RUBELLA  ...  ... 

0  0  0 

45« 

No 

figures. 
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SECTION  47  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 


Arrangements  were  made  for  one  elderly  lady  suffering  from  chronic  disease 
and  unable  to  fend  for  herself,  to  be  removed  to  hospital,  where  she  spent 
the  remainder  of  her  days  in  more  suitable  conditions  and  with  the  required 
nursing  care. 


HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT- 

(a)  Clinic  Services., 

The  County  Council's  Clinic  is  situated  in  Fairfield  Hill,  and  affords 
a  wide  variety  of  services: - 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  each  Wednesday,  2  -  4.00  p.m. 

Mothercraft  and  relaxation  classes  are  attended  twice  a  month 
on  the  first  and  third  Tuesday  afternoons. 

Speech  therapy  sessions  are  held  each  Tuesday. 

The  Chest  Clinic,  with  a  Consultant  Chest  Physician  in  attendance, 
is  held  twice  a  month  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursdays. 

Family  planning  advice  is  available  on  alternate  Thursdays  from 
2  -  3»30  p.m.,  and  Monday  and  Thursday  evenings,  6  -  7-30  p.m. 

Ophthalmic  clinic  sessions  take  place  on  the  first  and  third 
Thursday  mornings  each  month. 

An  Orthoptic  Clinic  is  held  on  the  first  and  third  Thursday 
mornings  each  month. 

The  Dental  Clinic  operates  as  necessary. 

A  Diabetics  Clinic  is  held  once  a  month  on  the  fourth  Friday 
morning. 

A  Chiropody  Service  is  available  on  Monday  afternoons. 

Mentally  handicapped  day-centre  sessions  are  held  every  Monday. 

A  Physiotherapy  Clinic  is  held  every  Wednesday  morning. 


(b)  Home  Nursing. 

Under  the  County  Council's  Scheme  one  district  nurse/midwife  is 
resident  in  the  District. 

(c)  Home  Helps. 

Miss  K.  M.  Tillett  is  the  County  Council's  home  help  organiser,  and 
arranges  for  home  helps  to  be  made  available  in  approved  cases. 

The  service  is  principally  available  to  the  elderly  and  disabled  to 
enable  them  to  maintain  their  independence  in  their  own  homes  as  an 
alternative  to  possible  hospitalisation.  The  problem  family,  the 
mother  after  confinement,  and  the  family  with  the  temporary  loss  of 
its  housewife  and  mother  are  others  in  the  categories  recognised  for 
home  help  service,  in  order  to  ease  their  burden  during  a  temporary 
period  of  stress. 


-  7  - 


(d)  Welfare  Foods  Service. 


Welfare  Foods  (N.D.  Milk,  vitamin  tablets,  orange  juice,  cod  liver 
oil)  are  available  on  Wednesday  afternoons  at  the  Fairfield  Hill 
Clinic ,  and  are  also  available  Mondays  to  Fridays  at  the  local 
Council  Offices. 

(e)  Health  Visiting. 

One  full-time  Health  Visitor,  Mrs.  S.  Butler,  serves  Stowmarket  under 
the  County  Council's  scheme.  She  is  actively  engaged  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  family,  and  her  especial  interests  are  the  less 
able,  the  pre-school  age,  the  physically  handicapped  and  the  problem 
family. 

(f)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Council  utilises  the  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  for  the  bacteriological  examination  work  which  forms  an 
essential  part  of  the  Department's  duties. 

(g)  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 


Anyone  who  has  risked  infection,  and  any  extra-marital  sexual 
relationship  constitutes  this  risk,  should  use  the  discreet 
services  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics,  which  are  equipped 
for  reliable  diagnosis  and  speedy  and  convenient  treatment. 
Two  such  Clinics  are  available  to  the  local  population  as 
follows: - 


(i)  Ipswich  and  East  Suffolk  Hospital  (Skin  Dept.),  Anglesea 

Road  Wing,  Ipswich. 


Males: 

Females: 


Mondays 

Fridays 

Mondays 

Tuesdays 

Fridays 


5.30  p.m. 
1 .00  p.m. 

7.30  p.m. 
2.00  p.m. 

3.30  p.m. 


-  7.30  p.m. 

-  2.30  p.m. 

-  8.30  p.m. 

-  4.00  p.m. 

-  5-30  p.m. 


(ii)  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 


Males  and  Females:  Wednesdays  10. 30  a.m.  onwards. 
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HOUSING. 


New  Dwellings. 

By  the  end  of  1970,  the  Council  was  nearing  the  completion  of  its 
Home  Meadow  Estate  development  where  80  centrally-heated  family  houses 
now  stand.  In  all,  54  Council  houses  were  completed  in  the  year. 

At  the  same  time,  plans  were  well-advanced  to  provide  35  bungalows  by 
in-filling  Council  land  between  Hillside  and  Poplar  Hill  in  1971 » 
Attention  is  again  being  given  to  the  needs  of  the  elderly,  and  emphasis 
has  to  be  placed  on  a  general  requirement  for  suitable  accommodation  in 
the  Stowmarket  area  as  opposed  to  the  Combs  area  of  the  District.  The 
elderly,  particularly  those  physically  less  able,  desire  to  be  close  to 
the  hub  of  the  community,  near  transport  and  shopping  and  social  facili¬ 
ties.  A  few  small  sites  appear  suitable  for  redevelopment  with  those 
needs  in  mind,  but  an  adequate  amount  of  such  land  may  be  difficult  to 
find. 

In  the  private  sector,  development  of  the  Combs  Wood  Estate  and  Boulters 
Mill  Concept  continued,  and,  in  all,  42  private  dwellings  were  completed 
by  private  enterprise  in  the  year. 


House  Improvement. 

The  anticipated  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  for  improvement 
grants  following  the  increases  provided  by  the  1969  Act;  did  not  materialise, 
although  there  was  a  noticeable  shift  of  emphasis  from  standard  grants  to 
discretionary  improvement  grants  to  realise  a  fuller  potential  for  the 
houses  improved  in  the  year. 

The  following  summarises  grant -aided  improvements  by  private  owners  in 
1970:- 


Standard  Grants: 

Applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner-occupied  dwellings  14. 

Applications  approved  in  respect  of  tenanted  dwellings  2. 


Owner-occupied  dwellings  improved 

18. 

Tenanted  dwellings  improved 

1. 

Amount  paid  in  Grants  ...  ... 

o  o  o  o  o  © 

£5,123. 

Amenities  provided:  Baths 

17. 

Washhandbasins 

18. 

Inside  Waterclosets 

19. 

Hot  Water  Systems 

18. 

Food  Stores 

2. 

Sinks 

1. 

Average  grant  per  house  ...  ... 

•  DO  OOP 

£269.03 

Discretionary  Grants: 

Applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner-occupied  dwellings  9° 

Applications  approved  in  respect  of  tenanted  dwellings  1. 


Owner-occupied  dwellings  improved 
Tenanted  dwellings  improved 
Amount  paid  in  grants  ... 


Nil. 

1. 

£668.00 
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One  application  for  discretionary  grant  aid  was  refused,  and  one 
reduced  standard  grant  was  approved  on  social  grounds,  to  enable  an 
elderly  lady  of  limited  means  to  have  the  convenience  of  an  inside 
closet  . 

The  Council  continues  to  publicise  the  advantages  of  grant-aided  house 
improvements  at  every  opportunity  and  makes  full  use  of  the  greatly- 
improved  explanatory  pamphlets  and  posters  issued  by  the  Government o 

No  improvement  areas  were  designated  as  such,  but  in  such  a  small 
compact  community  there  is  little  doubt  as  to  the  areas  involved  in 
improvement,  and  for  the  time  being  the  designation  of  areas  is  not 
relevant . 

In  addition  to  encouraging  the  improvement  of  privately-owned  houses, 
the  Council  continued  its  own  vigorous  programme  to  modernise  a  further 
number  of  the  266  Council  dwellings  remaining  obsolete  by  present-day 
standards „ 


Housing  Fitness  and  Repair- 

No  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received,  but  one 
owner  made  application  for  qualification  certificates  in  accordance 
with  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  in  respect  of  9  houses,  to  enable  them  to 
be  decontrolled  and  subject  to  a  fair  rent.  In  two  cases  certificates 
were  refused  pending  adequate  works  of  repair  which  were  made  the 
subject  of  notices  issued  by  the  Council  under  Section  93  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Most  complaints  from  tenants  about  the  state  of  their  housing 
accommodation  are  allied  to  applications  for  rehousing  by  the  Council. 
Numerous  such  cases  of  a  socio-medical  nature  were  investigated,  some 
resulting  in  representations  on  the  tenants'  behalf,  some  involving 
informal  representations  to  landlords  for  repair  and  improvement ,  or 
in  formal  Housing  Act  action  to  close  or  demolish. 

The  Council's  sub-standard  house  clearance  programme  progressed  during 
the  year  with  the  following  action  being  taken. 

Clearance  Orders. 


21  -  29, 
1  -  23, 

9  -  35, 

1  -  4, 

4  -  10, 


Stowupland  Street 
Spring  Row 
Union  Street 
Combs  Ford  Square 
Union  Street 


Demolition  Orders. 


In  process  of  being  demolished. 
Now  demolished. 

Rehousing  partially  accomplished. 
Vacant,  awaiting  redevelopment. 
Now  vacant,  demolition  imminent. 


Mr.  Boreham's  house,  Creeting  Road.  Now  demolished. 


47  -  51 ,  Union  Street 
62,  Stowupland  Street 
59,  Finborough  Road 

Closing  Orders  or  Undertakings  to 

l6,  Church  Walk 
5,  Stowupland  Street 
39,  Ipswich  Street 
55  &  57,  Stowupland  Street 


One  remains  occupied. 

Occupied. 

Now  vacant,  awaiting  redevelopment. 
not  re-let. 

Now  vacant. 

Now  adapted  for  business  use. 

Now  vacant. 

Occupied. 

/Continued. . . 
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Closing  Orders  or  Undertakings  to  not  re-let  (Continued) . 

65,  Bury  Street  Now  vacant. 

Lower  flat,  18  Finborough  Road  Now  vacant. 

34,  Stowupland  Street  Vacant. 

3,  Poplar  Hill  Now  modernised  and  owner/occupied. 

Closing  Order  revoked  following  repair. 

15*  Walnut  Tree  Walk  Now  owner/occupied. 


During  the  year,  the  occupants  of  15  unfit  dwellings  were  rehoused. 

More  of  the  occupants  of  scheduled  properties  would  have  been  dealt  with 
but  for  the  difficulty  of  affording  ground  floor  accommodation  to 
suitably  meet  the  needs  of  the  elderly  who  comprise  a  fairly  high 
proportion  of  the  occupants  of  unfit  dwellings. 


Caravans. 

There  was  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  caravans  in  use  in 
the  District  during  the  year,  and  at  y\ st  December  only  the  following 
were  in  use:- 


Pickerels  Inn,  Stowupland  Street 

Ambleside,  Finborough  Road 
Caravan  Sales  Site,  Bury  Road 


(8)  Permanent  residential,  and 
showmen's  quarters. 

(2)  Seasonal  residential. 

(l)  Permanent  residential. 


FOOD. 

Speed  in  the  investigation  of  food  infections  is  essential,  and  the  local 
general  practitioners  continued  to  notify  the  Council  immediately  of  any 
suspicion  of  food-borne  infection.  Six  such  cases  were  notified  and 
investigated  in  1970.  Apart  from  these,  the  Council  was  also  involved  in 
a  salmonella  outbreak  emanating  from  a  meat  products  factory  in  a  nearby 
district,  undertaking  surveillance  of  factory  personnel  living  in  Stowmarket. 

Routine  visits  were  paid  to  the  123  food  premises  in  the  Town  and,  whilst 
there  is  room  for  continuing. improvement ,  no  proceedings  were  instituted 
under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  during  the  year. 

Three  more  retailers  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  milk,  and  in  addition 
to  the  two  principal  delivery  suppliers,  Stowmarket  Co-operative  Society 
and  Cedars  Farm  Dairy,  we  now  have  a  total  of  9  retail  outlets.  All 
supplies  are  sterilised,  pasteurised  or  ultra  heat-treated,  with  no 
possibility  of  bovine-borne  infection.  We  depend  upon  the  County  Council's 
Health  Inspector  to  ensure  that  our  supplies  are  properly  heat-treated  and 
are  free  from  anti-biotics ,  and  he  reports  that,  in  our  general  region  of 
the  County,  he  took  the  following  samples  for  his  purpose: - 

Statutory  test  (to  test  efficiency  of  treatment  and  cleanliness):  8l „ 
Chemical  Analysis  (to  detect  adulteration):  27° 

Biological  examination  (to  detect  tuberculosis  and  brucella):  83. 

Anti-biotics  and  ring  test  (to  detect  anti-biotics  and  brucella):  108. 

Of  these,  18,  4,  nil  and  nil  respectively,  were  taken  in  the  Stowmarket 
District. 


11 


There  are  a  total  of  107  food  businesses  operating  in  the  Town,  and 
these  may  be  analysed  as  follows :- 


Retail  bakers  5 
Retail  butchers  6 
Cafes  8 
Chemists  3 
Clubs  6 
Retail  confectioners  7 
Wholesale  confectioner  1 
Factory  canteens  7 
Fish-friers  6 


General  retailers  6 
Greengrocers  6 
Grocers  17 
Meat  products  factory  1 
Open-air  market  1 
Public  houses  16 
Restaurants  3 
Schools,  homes  etc.  7 
Wine  merchant  1 
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No  egg  pasteurisation  plants  operate  in  the  District;  and  there  are-  no 
ice  cream  manufacturing  premises.  Only  one  application  for  registration 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  was  made  in  1970,  and  this  was  refused  on 
hygiene  grounds. 

Customary  few  complaints  regarding  the  sale  of  unsound  food  were 
received  in  1970  as  follows :- 

1.  A  bread  roll  soiled  with  machinery  oil  was  the  subject  of  a 
complaint.  The  manufacturer,  who  had  been  experiencing  difficulty 
with  alterations  to  a  modern  bakery,  received  a  warning,  no  proceed¬ 
ings  being  instituted  at  the  request  of  the  complainant. 

2.  At  some  stage  in  their  production  or  distribution,  a  consignment  of 
cans  of  stuffed  pork  roll  came  into  contact  with  a  sharp  projection, 
probably  a  can  on  a  roller  line.  Many  of  the  cans  were  scratched 
but  at  least  one  became  punctured  and  the  contents  were  decomposed 
by  the  time  they  reached  the  consumer.  No  proceedings  were  insti¬ 
tuted  but  the  Council  was  able  to  provide  the  manufacturers  with 
information  that  helped  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  trouble  on  that 
particular  product. 

3.  The  maggots  on  a  frozen  chicken  which  a  consumer  complained  about 
turned  out  to  be  cereal  larvae  which  emanated  from  the  complainant's 
own  food  store.  An  easily  made  mistake  but  one  which  emphasises 
the  importance  of  investigating  complaints  with  thoroughness. 

4.  Giving  a  bit  of  realism  to  frozen  ' Country-Style '  rissoles  did  not 
meet  the  approval  of  a  consumer  who  found  a  fly  in  one  of  them. 

No  proceedings  were  instituted  in  this  case,  action  being  confined 
to  a  warning  to  the  manufacturer. 

5.  A  complaint  regarding  the  soundness  of  packed  cheese  purchased  from 
a  local  shop  spotlighted  a  flaw  in  the  company's  code  system  which 
would  otherwise  have  remained  undiscovered  to  the  detriment  of  the 
shop's  customers  generally. 


The  majority  of  complaints  of  defective  foodstuffs  never  reach  the 
notice  of  the  Authority.  This  is  understandable  because  few  people 
relish  being  involved  in  proceedings  and  many  think  they  will  be 
inextricably  caught  up  by  the  Council's  prosecuting  machinery  once  they 
reveal  their  complaint.  The  Council's  policy  is,  however,  enlightened, 
and  its  principal  concern  is  to  find  out  why  the  food  gave  cause  for 
complaint,  how  this  happened  and  what  needs  to  be  done  to  prevent  a 
recurrence.  Complainants  who  do  not  wish  proceedings  to  be  undertaken 
will  have  this  wish  honoured,  and  their  identity  as  complainants  not 
disclosed.  If  this  fact  were  more  generally  known,  more  complaints 
might  reach  us  and  good  work  done.  At  the  moment  too  many  objects  of 
complaint  go  no  further  than  the  shopkeeper's  rubbish  bin  and  his  credit 
book. 

Unfit  foodstuffs  seized  on  routine  visits  to  food  premises,  or,  more 
generally,  voluntarily  surrendered  by  vendors,  were  disposed  of  at  the 
Council's  Refuse  Tip.  Foods  dealt  with  are  detailed  as  follows: - 
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Cwts. 

lbs. 

Raw  meat 

4. 

76. 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

10. 

Canned  meats 

3. 

13. 

Other  canned 

foods 

2. 

68. 

Frozen  foods 

due  to 

cabinet 

breakdown 

1. 

51- 

Other  foods 

84. 

12. 


78. 


Meat  inspection  at  the  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  occupied  by  Messrs.  W.  H. 
Aldis  &  Son  at  47,  Bury  Street,  again  presented  no  problems.  A  local 
veterinary  practice  continued  to  provide  relief  in  the  case  of  absence  from 
the  District.  Income  from  meat  inspection  charges  for  the  year  amounted  to 
£29o /3s.  Od. ,  and  £31.  7s.  0d„  was  paid  in  respect  of  fees. 

The  following  schedule  details  post  mortem  examination  of  carcases  and 
organs  at  the  slaughterhouse  during  1970:- 


1 

CATTLE 

EXCLUDING 

COWS 

-■"'"'-I 

COWS 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

Number  killed  ...  ...  ... 

175 

- 

- 

311 

- 

Number  not  inspected  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

and  cysticercosis:- 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ...  ... 

33 

— 

37 

— 

Percentage  of  numbers  inspected 
affected  with  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cy s t ; . ro i  ... 

18.85 

. 

" 

11.89 

— 

Tuberculosis  and  cyst."'  •  'o  :  cases  of  tuberculosis  or  cysticercosis 


No  significant  disease  conditions  were  found,  condemnations  being  confined 
principally  to  organs,  some  cattle  being  affected  with  pneumonia  and  pleurisy, 
and  liver  abcesses,  and  the  majority  of  sheep  being  affected  by  parasitic 
infestation  of  the  lungs. 

All  unfit  meat  at  the  slaughterhouse  is  collected  by  the  Suffolk  Fat  and 
Bone  Meal  Co.  Ltd.,  Oulton  Broad,  for  collection  and  disposal  in  accordance 
with  the  Meat  (Sterilisation)  Regulations. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse  in  1970 
was  4  cwts.  26  lbs. 
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The  East  Suffolk  County  Council  keeps  under  surveillance  many  matters 
relating  to  food  and  drugs  to  protect  the  consumer  against  harm, 
deficiency  and  fraud.  In  Stowmarket  this  valuable  consumer  protection 
service  is  afforded  by  the  Chief  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector,  Mr.  P. 
Hosking,  and  his  District  Inspector,  Mr.  N.  P.  Pollard,  and  he  reports 
as  follows  on  the  work  of  his  Department  in  1970:- 


, Samples 

Bread  and  Bread  Rolls 

Butter 

Beverages 

Dried  Milk 

Dripping 

Drugs 

Meatless  Stew 

Meat  Products 

Sausages 

Soft  Drink 

Sugar  Confectionery 


Genuine 


Unsatisfactory 


8 

2 

2 

1 

7 

1 

6 

2 

3 

2 


35  1 


The  only  unsatisfactory  sample  was  that  of  "Calorie  Reduced 
Bread  Rolls"  which  the  Public  Analyst  reported  as  containing  20^ 
more  calories  than  claimed.  Subsequent  enquiries  showed  that 
the  rolls  were  2($>  in  excess  of  the  desired  weight  and  hence  the 
extra  calories.  The  manufacturers  gave  an  undertaking  to  exercise 
stricter  control  in  future....." 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  water  supply  undertaking  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Ipswich  Water 
Authority.  Bores  in  Station  Road  and  Poplar  Hill  supply  the  bulk  of 
the  water  consumed  in  the  Town,  although  some  water  is  imported  to  serve 
properties  on  the  western  outskirts. 

Although  the  quantity  of  existing  water  supplies  continued  to  be  adequate, 
the  high  iron  content  of  the  local  water  supply  continued  to  give  rise  to 
complaints  in  some  parts  of  the  District  where  this  physical  property  is 
most  apparent  and  annoying.  In  some  households  the  situation  became 
quite  impossible  and  further  representations  were  made  to  the  Water 
Authority. 

The  Water  Engineer's  Report  for  1970/71  states  that  the  average  iron 
concentration  in  the  treated  water  from  our  Poplar  Hill  and  Station  Road 
bores  was  1.50  p.p.m.  and  0.52  p.p.m.  respectively.  This  shows  some 
improvement  over  previous  years,  but  is  still  unsatisfactory  by  modern 
standards.  The  Water  Engineer  reports  that  work  is  now  in  hand  to  permit 
the  Poplar  Hill  plant  to  be  abandoned,  with  a  scheme  for  extending  external 
source  water  supplies  involving  a  mains  extension  and  re-routing  scheme  of 
something  like  £17»000. 

Only  one  dwelling  in  the  District  is  without  a  supply  of  water,  obtaining 
its  supplies  by  churn  from  nearby  premises;  seven  houses  and  eight 
caravans  are  without  inside  supplies,  being  dependent  upon  standpipes. 

44  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the 
year,  all  of  them  proving  satisfactory. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION. 


In  1970,  the  Annual  Report  of  the  East  Suffolk  &  Norfolk  River  Authority 
referred  to  the  importance  of  maintaining  the  quality  of  the  River  Gipping 
in  view  of  the  plans  for  impounding  this  water  for  Ipswich's  needs.  The 
Gipping  flows  through  a  growing  industrial  and  residential  area,  and  two 
considerable  discharges  of  effluent  occur  at  Stowmarket.  The  River 
Authority  reports  that  the  Council's  Sewage  Works  continued  to  maintain 
one  of  the  best  effluents  in  the  Authority's  area,  while  the  Maltings 
producing  the  other  major  discharge,  kept  within  the  standard  required  of  it. 

The  only  other  watercourse  subject  to  pollution  in  the  District  is  the 
Combs  Watercourse,  and  the  River  Authority  now  appears  satisfied  with  the 
condition  of  this  stream. 

The  Council's  new  public  conveniences  on  the  main  Recreation  Ground  were 
completed  in  the  year,  and  the  Marriotts  Walk  conveniences  refurbished. 

Twenty  privately-owned  houses  had  internal  waterclosets  installed  with  the 
aid  of  grants. 

43  private  dwellings  in  the  District  are  not  connected  to  the  general 
sewerage  network,  being  served  by  cesspools  or  septic  tanks  and  similar 
arrangements.  Half  of  the  properties  discharge  effluent  to  the  light 
soil  of  the  major  watercourses  with  no  apparent  detrimental  effect;  some 
of  the  remainder  are  scheduled  for  improvement.  In  only  one  area  is 
there  cause  for  concern  as  a  result  of  pollution  of  the  now  almost  stagnant 
old  Gipping  Watercourse ,  where  the  discharges  from  four  dwellings  create  an 
unpleasant  condition. 


PEST  CONTROL. 

The  Council  joins  with  its  neighbours,  the  Gipping  Rural  District  Council, 
to  employ  a  Rodent  Operative  to  undertake  its  duties  under  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949*  and  to  afford  the  local  community  a  pest 
control  service.  The  Operative  is  engaged  in  the  Urban  District  on  Tuesdays, 
Thursdays  and  Saturday  mornings.  Apart  from  keeping  the  District  under 
survey  to  detect  infestations  of  rats  or  mice,  and  treating  the  Council's 
own  properties,  the  Operative  is  deployed  to  afford  a  service  to  private 
householders,  free,  and  to  business  firms  on  payment  of  a  modest  inclusive 
hourly  charge. 

A  summary  of  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year  is  as  follows 


Total  number  of  properties  inspected  as  a  result  of  complaint  100. 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  rats  77- 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  mice  22. 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  by  routine  survey  263. 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  rats  79- 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  mice  15 

Number  of  infested  properties  treated  by  Local  Authority  147- 


Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  to  effect  rodent  control  204. 
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There  has  been  no  evidence  of  warfarin  resistance  in  rats  in  Stowmarket 
as  reported  to  be  found  in  some  parts  of  the  Country,  and  we  continue  to 
rely  on  warfarin  as  our  main  weapon  in  controlling  rat  and  mouse  infesta¬ 
tions.  Sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  undertaken  in  the  central  area 
of  the  District. 

Wasps  can  prove  a  distinct  hazard  to  some  and  a  general  nuisance  to  all, 
and  the  Council  provided  a  free  service  to  destroy  126  wasps  nests 
during  the  summer  period. 


WOHCPLACES. 


Factories  in  the  Urban  District  are  powered,  and,  as  such,  most  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961  are  administered  by  H.M.  Factories 
Inspectorate.  The  Council  pays  attention  to  the  sanitary  accommodation 
and  the  water  supply  provided  for  the  use  of  factory  employees. 

A  summary  of  the  premises  and  the  work  of  inspection  undertaken  by  the 
Council  is  shown  as  follows: - 


Powered  factories 

57 

Other  premises 

10 

Number  of  inspections 

28 

Sanitary  defects  found 

6 

Number  remedied 

5 

Two  premises  are  registered  in  accordance  with 
Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

the  Rag,  Flock  and  Other 

(i)  Messrs.  Glasswells  Ltd.,  57  Ipswich  Street  -  upholstery  repairers. 

(ii)  Messrs.  J.  Collins  &  Sons  Ltd.,  Finborough  Road  -  upholstered 

furniture  manufacturers. 


Three  dealers  were  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Scrap  Metal  Dealers 
Act,  1964:- 

(i)  Messrs.  V.  0.  Cracknell  &  Son,  85  Needham  Road. 

(ii)  Mr.  L.  F.  Monks,  Railway  Tavern,  Station  Road. 

(iii)  Mr.  L.  Stocks,  2,  Woolmers  Close. 
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The  Council  shares  the  administration  of  the  Offices,  Shops  .and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963  with  H.M.  Factories  Inspectorate  and  the  Fire  Authority. 
The  following  statistics  relate  the  situation  in  1970:- 


TABLE 

A 

REGISTRA- 

TIONS 

AND 

Class  of  premises 

No.  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year. 

Total  No. 
of  regis¬ 
tered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year. 

No.  of  regis¬ 
tered  prems. 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year. 

Offices 

3. 

38. 

10. 

GENERAL 

Retail  shops 

3. 

86. 

55. 

INSPEC- 

V/holesale  shops,  warehouses 

• 

4. 

4. 

TIONS 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens. 

—  * 

9. 

9. 

Fuel  storage  depots 

*  • 

2. 

2. 

TOTALS: 

r 

6. 

139. 

8o. 

TABLE  B  -  NO.  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  TO 

REGISTERED  PREMISES : 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

•  ii  i 

IA  ||  1 

OJ  II  1 

c-  II  1 

1 

1 

TABLE 

C 

ANALYSIS 

OF 

PERSONS 

EMPLOYED 

IN 

REGIS¬ 

TERED 

PREMISES 

BY 

WORK¬ 

PLACE 

Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

Retail  shops 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public 

Canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots 

262. 

484. 

22. 

6l. 

2. 

14. 

Total: 

845. 

Total  Males: 

356. 

Total  Females: 

489. 

Three  non-fatal  accidents  were  notified  in  1970  in  accordance  with  the  Act. 

One  accident  involved  an  employee  who  slipped  on  the  icy  pavement  whilst 
making  a  delivery  to  a  local  shop.  Another  delivery  employee  strained  his 
back  when  lifting  a  washing  machine  from  a  vehicle,  and  the  third  accident  was 
a  straightforward  but  painful  accident  in  which  a  butchery  assistant  cut  a 
tendon  when  his  knife  slipped.  In  none  of  these  instances  was  action  by  the 
Council  required. 
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REFUSE. 


The  Council  affords  the  local  community  a  weekly  refuse  collection  service 
using  the  skep  system  and  a  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  fore  and  aft  tipper  vehicle. 
Refuse  is  disposed  of  at  low-lying  land  suitable  for  reclamation  off  Bury 
Road.  A  waste  paper  recovery  service  is  incorporated,  this  material  being 
baled  at  the  Council's  depot  for  sale  to  Thames  Board  Mills.  A  weekly 
trade  refuse  collection  is  also  provided  at  the  cost  of  the  traders  using 
the  service. 

Free  collection  of  extraneous  and  bulky  refuse  is  afforded  to  householders 
by  request,  and  the  Council  has  also  provided  a  concrete  bay  outside  the 
Refuse  Tip  gates  so  that  householders  may  dump  their  unwanted  refuse  in 
the  evenings  and  at  weekends  when  the  Tip  is  closed. 

In  addition  to  providing  refuse  bins  to  its  own  Council  tenants,  there 
were  605  refuse  bins  on  issue  to  private  householders  under  the  bin  hire 
scheme  in  1970. 

The  public  rubbish  bay  in  Bury  Road  was  put  to  good  use  and  has  amply 
justified  its  installation.  With  this  and  the  free  service  for  the 
collection  of  bulky  refuse  offered  by  the  Council,  the  community  now  has 
little  excuse  for  any  dumping,  and,  in  fairness  to  the  vast  majority  of 
local  people,  there  is  now  little  evidence  of  it  in  the  District.  Using 
the  services  of  Great  Whip  Street  Motors  of  Ipswich  for  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  old  cars,  the  Council  virtually  freed  the  District  from 
these  unsightly  and  hazardous  hulks  in  1970.  Casual  litter,  mainly  paper 
wrappings,  continues  to  be  unsightly  and  a  nuisance  particularly  in  the 
shopping  precincts,  and  there  is  need  for  a  greater  awareness  of  the 
advantages  of  environmental  tidiness  among  both  young  and  old.  The 
Council  is  involved  in  a  scheme  which  provides  a  large  number  of  lamp- 
post  litter  bins  in  an  endeavour  to  provide  the  public  with  convenient 
litter  disposal  facilities  and  encourage  tidier  streets.  Perhaps  the 
present  arrangements  need  some  review. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Two  pet  shops  were  licensed  for  the  sale  of  animals  in  accordance  with 
the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951«  A  strain  of  salmonella  was  discovered  in  a 
batch  of  terrapins;  representations  were  made  to  the  importers  without 
effect  and  it  is  probable  that  only  a  Department  of  the  Government  is  in 
a  position  to  vet  pet  animal  imports. 

Only  one  noise  complaint  was  received  in  the  year,  and  analysis  equipment 
was  borrowed  from  the  Ipswich  Corporation  Health  Department  for  an  assess¬ 
ment.  Before  the  year's  end,  the  Council  had  agreed  to  join  with  most  of 
the  other  constituent  district  councils  of  the  County  in  the  joint  purchase 
of  expensive  sophisticated  sound  analysis  apparatus  to  be  held  by  the 
County  Health  Department  for  common  use. 

The  Council  subscribed  to  the  Health  Education  Council  in  1970  and  also 
took  advantage  of  the  material  offered  by  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Accidents,  whose  conference  the  Officers  of  the  Department 
attended  in  October. 
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The  Health  Education  Council  only  came  into  effect  in  May^. 1 9&9 >  since  when 
it  has  principally  been  concerned  with  sex  and  smoking,  two  National  excesses 
it  seems.  Anti-smoking  pr or-  -  a  in  poster  and  leaflet  form  was  utilised 
by  the  Council  throughout  the  ~  ,  and  the  hazards  of  smoking  were  high¬ 

lighted  in  the  Council’s  exhv^.iion  stand  in  the  Annual  Carnival*  Record 
profits  approaching  £70  million  are  forecast  for  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Group 
this  year.....  Obviously  the  official  approach  to  the  community  generally 
needs  rethinking* 

The  Reports  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  which  highlight  the  medical 
aspects  of  tobacco-smoking  receive  a  great  deal  of  publicity  for  a  while 
and  produce  temporary  reductions  in  tobacco  consumption.  A  number  of 
tobacconif  reported  drastic  reductions  and  consider  that  these  might  have 
stood  a  greater  chance  of  being  permanent  had  the  vigorous  anti-smoking 
publicity  been  sustained  for  a  much  longer  period. 

With  the  material  of  Ro*S*P*A. ,  the  Council  also  gave  prominence  to  Water 
Safety  in  the  summer,  when  schoolchildren  received  educational  leaflets 
and  many  householders  in  the  Town  were  circularised  as  to  the  need  for 
giving  attention  to  the  question  of  water  safety.  The  exercise  coincided 
with  the  first  season  that  the  Council's  open-air  public  swimming  pool  was 
heated.  With  a  water  temperature  of  around  70  F.  the  pool  is  now  much 
more  encouraging  to  use,  as  the  considerable  increase  in  its  popularity  in 
the  1970  season  showed.  Indeed  the  increase  in  patrons  presses  the  need 
for  the  early  improvement  and  extension  of  the  ancillary  facilities  at  the 
pool. 

In  addition  to  the  Home  Safety  Conference  of  Ro.S.P.A.,  Conferences  on 
Food  Hygiene,  Radiological  Hazards  in  connection  with  Air,  Water  and  Food, 
and  the  Annual  Conferences  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  and  the  Association 
of  Public  Health  Inspectors  were  attended. 

I  should  like  to  conclude  by  thanking  the  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  support  during  the  year. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  Brown,  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  to 
Miss  G.  Thompson,  Clerk  to  the  Department,  for  the  enthusiastic  way  they 
have  carried  out  their  various  duties  during  the  year  under  consideration. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

KATHLEEN  M.  HARDING 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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